	Mahmoud Shahin is a 36-year-old Palestinian who lives in Irtas, a village just outside the West Bank city of Bethlehem. He is married and the father of a baby boy. In peaceful times, Mahmoud commutes from home to East Jerusalem to his job as a head waiter in a hotel. 

Living in Bethlehem and working here in East Jerusalem means that for the last year and six months I have gone home to see my family for one night a week at best. It is so difficult, with the closure and road blocks, to get back and forth. It is not worth my while. 

Several times, I have tried to go home through the main checkpoint and been held for four or five hours. Now I prefer to take the long way round, a long walk over the hills which takes more than two hours. The fact that they let us do this, but won't let us through the checkpoint is one of the forms of oppression we suffer. 

At the moment I don't go home at all. I have not been home for 27 days. I've forgotten what my baby boy looks like. During the last operations in the West Bank he was ill, so I took the risk and took him to hospital. After a day there, the Israelis shut everything down and banned any movement. I was stuck at home. My wife and boy were stuck at the hospital which was less than 10 minutes away from home by car, but impossible for me to reach. They stayed for a week in the hospital, and after that three days with the Red Cross. They were able to get us about four kilometres from my village. Then we walked along a river bed for half the way, until we could be picked up by a car nearer home. 

I have to work here in East Jerusalem because at the moment there is no work in Bethlehem at all. There are no tourists. Even where I am working now there were about 100 people employed in the hotel. Now we are down to 25. 

At the moment I take home half the salary I did before the intifada, but I'm better off than many. I am responsible for more than my direct family. I have two brothers who have no work at all and three sisters who are widowed. So there is a lot of pressure on me and with my work I am able to help here and there. 

I can't see how things are going to get better. Before the intifada, there was hope but things deteriorated. And with the current Israeli Government they are not going to get better. Of course we can't blame everything on the Israelis. I was one of those who had great hopes for the Palestinian Authority when it came here, but frankly they have made so many mistakes – we have made so many mistakes. 

The main one is that with all the shootings and bombings we have convinced the world that we are an army. The intifada should have been about stone throwing and protest against the occupation. It was a terrible mistake to let the young men carrying guns wander about just for show. There is all this talk of the Palestinians declaring a ceasefire, but that is ridiculous when we are so weak and the other side has planes and tanks and we have guns. We are in this position because the world perceives us as an armed people, which of course we are not. 

Another of the failures of the Palestinian Authority is that there is no central planning or authority controlling the intifada. The authority has allowed all these groups to do their own thing. I personally am absolutely against the killing of civilians. We are all human beings. If my son or brother or sister were to be killed I would not accept that either. We really should be behaving more like human beings – that is what all our religions tell us. Fighting against military targets, I believe, is right. That in itself can be seen as resistance, which we have a right to do. 

Maybe both leaders need to go – I don't any more believe in the Palestinian Authority. Yasser Arafat has made so many mistakes and the Israelis won't deal with him any more. There are 50,000 people employed by the authority. Millions of dollars come here from foreign donors and we see nothing of them. 

The vast majority of Palestinians are now in the position of accepting that there will be a two state solution in which we share Palestine with the Israelis. The problem is that the Israelis don't want to share it with us. 

It is possible to live together or side by side. Before the intifada I had Jewish friends who I used to visit and we used to go out to cafes together. I've been to Tel Aviv to visit. It is possible to live together and work together. The situation completely changed when Sharon went to the Haram al-Sharif [Temple Mount] and then was elected. Hatred increased and that led to the intifada and then to the suicide attacks. These had a great effect on the attitudes of the Israelis and the word as a whole. But they don't see our point of view. 


Answer the following questions in detail

1. Mahmoud thinks Palestinian people suffer a form of oppression every day: what kind of oppression is it?

2. Why does Mahmoud consider himself better off than many other Palestinians?

3. Why is it ridiculous to declare a ceasefire?

4. Why is it right to fight against military targets?

5. Does the majority of Palestinians accept a two state solution?

	Ron is a 26-year-old law and business student living in Herzelia, just north of Tel Aviv. He was serving as a reservist officer on guard duty near Jerusalem when Israel launched its Operation Defensive Wall on 29 March 2002. He was with the first units to go into the Jenin refugee camp. 

It was a time when people in Israel were experiencing a suicide attack almost every day. Then during Passover, there was a very big attack in one of the hotels inside Israel. This is when we were restationed and told we were going to go into the refugee camp in Jenin. We were told the objective was to search the camp for weapons and explosives and for wanted people that were terrorists. 

It is important to understand that we did not anticipate such heavy resistance. We though that we were going to go into the camp knock on the doors and people would let us in to search. During the very first minutes we were in the camp, we started to get effective fire directed towards us and our people started to get hurt. In the first hour, my unit commander was shot dead. We understood that this was going to be a totally different thing, so we started to advance in a very secure way, in a more military fashion. 

It all started with the allegation of a massacre, and everybody knows that that was a lie. You must understand that the allegations that the Israeli Defense Force was out of control in response to this resistance is false as well. This allegation, like the allegations that there was a massacre is false. This was an act of war, we were not going in there as a peace keeping force, but no immoral acts were committed. 

As an officer I am responsible for my soldiers' behaviour, and I know that nothing like that happened. There were hardly any encounters between soldiers and civilians, because most of the camp was deserted in the first place. The only people that were left there during the fighting were people who wanted to defend the camp or very poor people who had nowhere to go. 

The allegations of war crimes leave me frustrated, sad and upset. Everyone must understand how this whole operation was run. The IDF had decided to send in infantry. It had decided not to use its firepower to achieve its military goals. Ask any general in any army and they will tell you that this is not the way to do it. I believe the IDF did it this way because this is the way to distinguish between who should get hurt and who shouldn't. 

They knowingly risked soldiers' lives. Being a soldier in that situation, knowing that this could be done differently, without risking your life, is very hard. We were very angry about this while we were there. It seemed very, very wrong. We were putting our lives and our families' lives on the line, because the lives of a family who lose their son are ruined as well. It was a high price for us. Although they were risking our lives when we thought they shouldn't, we kept doing what we had to do, doing our mission. 

And then, when we came out, these terrible allegations after the army had done the best it could to not hurt civilians – I can't begin to describe the terrible feeling that we had. 

We have to look at this in two ways. In the short term if you look at what we were living before the operations, it was a reality of day after day suicide attacks. No one can really comprehend this from the outside. If you look now, during and after the operations, we have experienced nearly no suicide bombings. So in the short term, it has helped. 

Having said that, none of us have any illusions that this operation is going to decrease the Palestinian's motivation to send suicide bombers. The whole operation was an act of war, and I'm sure it has not made any Palestinians like us more. I have no doubt in the long term that this will not end the cycle of violence, but this is part of the tragedy that we are all living. 

We cannot solve our problems in a military way, and the Palestinians must understand that they will not solve their problems with terror. 

It is a very difficult transition to go to war, especially when you don't expect it. There are times when you know where you are headed and what to expect. All of us as reservists are civilians, we don't see ourselves as soldiers. We have a normal life, we are students or have families, we do normal everyday things. All of a sudden when you find yourself at war, it is something that you don't really comprehend. For myself, it will take me a lot of months to process what I have gone through. 

Many people are now debating whether they want to serve in the West Bank and Gaza. It's a question first of obeying the law. If the government of Israel decides that the army shouldn't go into the territories that is one thing, but as long as that it is the policy to do so, then you must obey the law. The law is that you are a reservist and you must come and serve. It is not an optional thing. Refusing to serve is taking the law into your own hand. 

I have served in the territories on my army service. I didn't encounter any immoral actions by soldiers. The spirit of the army I am serving in is a very moral one. I don't believe there is an army more sensitive to human rights than the Israeli army. For these reasons I see no reason for people to take the law in their own hands. 

I can't take responsibility for every soldier in the army. In every society you have the law abiding mainstream and there are criminals. I can't say that in the whole Israeli army there are no soldiers doing anything wrong, but if they do that they are reported and punished and treated as they should be. In any war, there is no army in which these things do not happen. Try to think about the situation we are in. We are surrounded by enemies, and there is a long history of fighting between us and our neighbours, and still we are trying to keep our sanity and our high moral standards. This is part of the way we are educated. 

I know that the things I have seen, I will never get used to. I saw people, fellow soldiers, get seriously hurt. I saw my commander die. I really don't know what the right way to handle this is. What I try to do is talk about it as much as I can. This is what I have told my soldiers to do. I don't have nightmares about it, but I feel it constantly, it is has a very strong presence in my life. 


Answer the following questions in detail

1. Referring to Ron experience, what is the reason for entering refuge camp of Jenin?

2. What did many people think of Operation Defensive Wall?

3. Why does he believe he is only doing his duty?

4. Who are reservist solders? 

5. How does Ron explain some immoral actions by Israeli soldiers?

Abu al-Abed is a member of the Izzedine al-Qasim Brigade, the Military wing of Hamas. He is 24-years-old and has lived in Gaza all his life. 

Every human being who has his land invaded, all he possesses taken and his rights denied has a right to resist. He has a right to do this by any means he has. The military operations we undertake do not lead immediately to the freedom of Palestinians, but are a step in that direction. 

I support the suicide operations inside Israel. We never initiate the violence. Our operations are always in response to a particular crime committed against us. 

If I am called upon to conduct such an operation, like many others, I will not hesitate. There are so many examples of this. Recently children have taken up such operations. They were 13 or 14-year-olds. They attacked the Netzarim settlement and became martyrs during the operation. They bought knives with their own money and they went. This is proof that I am not alone in this. 

My family support me in this. Let me make this clear. We are more ready to accept death than the life we lead. And this goes for all Palestinians. We have no security. The word 'suicide' is not important. We do not see it as suicide. It is resistance. 

We fought and resisted to get back our land for seven years during the first intifada. Then the Oslo process came along which we gave a chance, but it gave us nothing. We will not go back to Oslo, only for Israel to invade our land again in a matter of hours. This is a war of liberation, and it is a war to the end. 

What I mean by saying we seek death more than we seek this life is that everything we do is an attempt to achieve happiness and peace in our land and to regain control over our holy places. 

The Palestinians do not want a civil war between us and the Palestinian Authority, but we will not go back to how it was before the intifada – 1,800 martyrs have not died to just go back to where we were. Before the intifada Israel did not observe any of the agreements it had signed with us. Things must move forward to our liberation. Without that there is no solution. 

Of the Palestinians who do not support these operations I say what has helped you? Peace? We tried the peace process for seven years without gaining anything. 

Israeli society is a militarised society, not a civilian one. From a very young age, 12 or 13-years-old they start the military training. At the age of 17 they go into the army. This is for both men and women. People say that we are killing Israeli civilians, and I respond that there are Palestinian children being killed while trying to get food for their families or going to school. The Koran says 'He who commits aggression against you, you may commit aggression against him in the same manner.' So this is our right. We respond in kind. 

Resistance can take several forms - armed struggle, rockets, mortars, suicide bombings, martyrdom attacks. We use all the means we have in response to Israel's military strength. 

The purely military measure is not the only measure of strength. Look at what happened in Lebanon. Even in Vietnam, by purely military measures, the US army should have won overwhelmingly, but in the end the Vietnamese achieved their aims. 

Our military operations, in the first intifada, created a pressure on Israel and drove it to recognise the PLO and to the Oslo process. Our current operations have not achieved as much yet, but we can see that Israeli society is afraid, and more than a million Israelis have left the country. These are achievements, and if we continue on this path Israel will fall soon. 

If you had your house invaded and the invaders moved into your house, would you accept anything less than removing them from your home? We will not accept the creation of two states in Palestine, because Palestine is ours. If they had bought this land, they would have a right to it, but they took it. 

There can be no such thing as an Israeli state, it is a Palestinian state and our rights must be, and will be, granted. Maybe not in this generation, or to the next or to the one after that, but in the end we will get our rights completely. 

We would accept a transitional agreement or initiative under which there is a ceasefire between us and an Israeli entity, but we do not accept a two state solution as the basis for lasting peace. As a combatant, I would accept a ceasefire in return for Israel giving up Gaza, the West Bank and East Jerusalem, but we can never recognise the state of Israel. 

Answer the following questions in detail
1. Does Abu-al-Abed support the suicide operations inside Israel? 

2. According to Abu-al-Abed, what is the meaning of the word “suicide” for the Palestinian people?

3. In what does is Israeli a militarised society?

4. How does he consider the Israeli society?

5. Does he accept the creation of two states in Palestine? Does he recognise the State of Israel?

Gila Svirsky, an Israeli peace campaigner for more than 15 years, lives in Jerusalem. She is a founding member of the Coalition of Women for a Just Peace, a grouping of eight Israeli and Palestinian women's peace organisations. 

The violence has led me to devote all my day-to-day life to the conflict. I have no life outside the conflict and addressing the issues of the conflict. Of course all Israelis suffer in that we are fearful of terrorism, but I don't suffer in the same direct way that Palestinians do. But all of my hours, virtually all, are directed to figuring out how to end the conflict and get to peace. My partner is very annoyed at this situation. 

I have set myself certain rules, as many Israelis have. For example, I am going food shopping late this evening because I believe that the markets will be less crowded. I don't go on buses these days. If I don't have the car, I go by taxi. I don't go to restaurants or cafes that are crowded I go to places that are empty. We have all restricted our lives in a way that will protect us. Of course it doesn't always help, but it helps your chances of survival. 

The Coalition of Women for a Just Peace have a strategic plan that we periodically change in the context of events. But all strategy fell away with this recent invasion of the West Bank [starting at the end of March 2002]. Most of our time is spent trying to get word out from behind the locked iron gate on what is happening in the Palestinian cities and trying to get humanitarian aid in to them. Yesterday I spent all day, trying to facilitate the passage of a convoy of 41 trucks laden with food and water into Jenin. By the end of the day, although all 41 had crossed the road block after enormously long negotiations, only five were allowed to go into the city. When we called the UN for help, they said they had 60 tonnes of emergency aid that they couldn't get through either. 

Our long-term strategy is to engage in activities in Israel that will not only persuade Israeli public opinion that the only way to end the violence is to arrive at a just political solution, but also to demonstrate to foreigners that there is a large constituency of Israelis who do want a just political solution, who believe that the occupation is unjust and must end. Only through ending the occupation, can we arrive at this just end. 

At the moment there are two entirely separate things going on in the minds of Israelis. On the one hand there is the patriotic fervour that accompanies military action. When the general announces that this is a matter of survival, everyone rallies behind him. But the other side of this is an underlying belief that ultimately there is no military solution to this. That belief is as well entrenched as the current belief that says right now we have no alternative but to use arms. 

The belief in our ideology has been growing over the years. This says that ultimately the occupation must end, that we must return to some semblance of the 1967 borders and we must figure out a settlement on Jerusalem. Only 35% of the Israeli public voted for Ariel Sharon. Others voted for Barak or they abstained from voting all together. Although Sharon received the plurality of the votes, he did not get the majority. 

Ariel Sharon will never make peace, because he will not give up the settlements. That is his life's enterprise. He also thinks with his fists rather than his head. But he does not represent most Israelis in this respect. I believe the subtext of this is that the settlers are fanatics and are driving us towards something that is bad for us. 

I have every belief that we are going to get to peace sooner rather than later, though admittedly, not in the term of Ariel Sharon. The reason for my optimism is that both sides are fed up. We cannot tolerate the kind of life we have been living for so many years much longer. 

Right now there is a sense of fury, frustration, bitterness and hatred on both sides. What the Israeli action combined with the terrorist bombings have done is to foster more hatred than anything over the last 30 years of occupation. We will be able to get past it – Japan got past two nuclear bombs – but it will take time, and something a bit more than 'confidence building measures'. 

Yesterday I was talking to a Palestinian man, and he said to me the Israelis do not understand the Palestinians. He said to me that the moment an Israeli prime minister stands up and says that we apologise, please forgive us for all we have done to you in the past, we did it out of a sense of self defence and insecurity - the hatred would then be erased in the hearts of most Palestinians. Not all but most. I suspect that the Palestinian is right. 

There are a large number of people in Israel who are like minded but it still hurts to read from surveys that I and people like me are regarded as pariahs in this society. About a year ago, an article was published in one of our leading newspapers about the Coalition of Women for a Just Peace. There were huge blown up pictures of 10 of us in the movement. Mine was the first and there was a long interview with me. The title of the whole article, and it was featured on the front page, was 'The pariahs'. That of course spread to my neighbourhood and my friends. It didn't feel that great. 

I spent half a day today trying to get away from things, and I drove out to a beautiful part of Israel. I looked for a little spot where I could stop and read my book. The whole time I was driving through this beautiful area I was looking at the trees and thought I hate this scenery. That is the first time I had ever though that about his country that I love so much. I felt terrible, about feeling this way. I want to get back to loving it. I hated it because to me it represented something so terrible - it represented hurting other people, being inhumane towards them, behaving in a way that is not befitting of Jewish people. 

Answer the following questions in detail

1. What kind of rules has Gila set herself for her security?

2. What is she trying to do with her work?

3. Which kind of solution to the conflict does Gila suggest?

4. What does she think of the way the Israeli government treats the Palestinian people?

5. Why is Gila regarded as a “pariah” by many Israelis? 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/in_depth/middle_east/2002/voices/default.stm

